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H . TAINE 


A SHORT while ago the letters of Taine were published in 
Paris,* and already we have a translation of them in 
London. t Surely that goes far to prove that (in the pub- 
lisher’s opinion, at any rate) English people are interested in 
this very remarkable Frenchman. And it would be strange 
if it were not so, for Taine was a most fervent admirer of 
England as a nation, and of its government and literature. 
One of his most important works is a detailed philosophical 
history of English literature, and many of his essays prove 
how much he found to admire In “ this dear, dear land.” 
But, of course, the fact that it should be so does not prove 
that it is so. English people may be profoundly indifferent 
to Taine and to his works, in which case the only excuse we 
can proffer for writing about him is that the publication of 
his letters supplies the indispensable halo of actuality, 
without which it seems fatal to introduce any topic. A 
French writer, Pierre Leroux, once went to the editor of a 
Paris magazine with an article on God. “ God ! ^ ex- 

claimed the man of business, “ that’s no topic of the day. + 
Energetic readers may already have looked up the reference 
just given If so, let them keep the essays beside them, for it 
is in them that we intend to try and find some indications o 
Taine’s personality, tastes and thoughts. He tells us hmise 

* H. Tame, sa vie et sa correspondance , Hacbelte, 1902. t A. Con 

J Essay on Macaulay. 
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